The Early Years Handbook
Emirates International School –
Meadows 2022-23

Dear Parents,
Welcome to the Early Years department at Emirates International
School Meadows. We are very excited to welcome you and your
child into our nurturing community. Having a strong start to the
learning journey in Early Years is an important factor in lifelong
learning.
The Early Years is a special and important stage in the
development of a child’s social, emotional, physical and academic
learning journey. Through the PYP curriculum we enthuse the
children to question and evaluate the world around them. We
provide a safe and supportive environment where teachers facilitate learning in an
exciting and inclusive manner.
Our high quality teaching encourages the development of balanced and open-minded
learners, who understand their role in the local and global community.
Working alongside our parents we build a supportive community which is constantly
striving for best of our children.

Deepali Rami
Head of Early Learners

The First Week at EIS
We understand starting school can be a difficult transition for children and parents alike. We
hope by providing this booklet we can answer some of the questions you have before the
children begin school.
The school will email you with starting dates and timings for your child. If your child is in EY1
they will attend school for a reduced amount of time, two hours per day for the first 4 days.
During this time, the children will meet a few of their new classmates and their teacher. There
will only be a small group of children so the teacher has more time to get to know your child and
your child has the chance to relax into their new environment in their own time.
If your child is in EY2 they will attend the full school day (7:40am-1pm)
All children in EY1 and EY2 must come to school in their school uniform (details below) and they
must bring a snack and full water bottle.
There will be staff members, ready to welcome you on the first day at the Early Years entrance.
They will assist your child in finding their classroom safely.

General Information
Daily Timings
Classrooms are open from 7.15am. All children are expected to be in school by 7.40am when the
register is taken. If you are late, you will need to drop your child to the High School reception, you
will be met here by an Early Years classroom assistant who will assist your child to get to their
classroom safely.

School finishes at 1pm promptly on Monday -Thursday. If you are in EY1 pick up time will be from
12:45-1pm. If you are in EY2 pick up time will be 1pm.
On Friday’s we have an early finish and the end of the day is 11:30am for EY1 and 11:45 for
EY2.
If you would like your child to attend our after-school enrichment programme we offer this to all
our Early Years children. This year it will be starting on September 19th. This programme is run by
our Early Years teachers and teaching assistants and starts from 1pm until 2:50pm (the finish time
of Years 1-6). Please see the after-school enrichment programme section for more details.

Snack Time
There is one main snack time during the day usually taking place during the morning between
9:30am – 11am. Children will snack in their classrooms. Throughout the course of the day the
teachers set up an area in the classrooms with a table and chairs available for children to return
to their snack once again if needed. Lunch boxes are monitored very closely and our teachers keep
regular track of the children who haven’t eaten their snack, encouraging them to do so through
the day.
We strongly advise your child has had some breakfast before coming to school in the mornings
to help them to focus and engage with our morning learning time.
Attendance

Regular attendance at school is essential if students are to maximise their potential. Parents are
responsible for the regular attendance of their children. The KHDA supports a child’s regular
attendance. Poor attendance can affect your child’s educational progress.
The Primary School does not support the practice of parents arranging holidays for their children
which results in their absence from school. The school day finishes at 1pm promptly. Please ensure
you collect your child from the Early Years entrance no later 1:10pm each day.
Lunchboxes
We are a ‘Healthy Eating School’ which means all children must bring healthy food for their snack
and lunch.

Sweets and chocolate are not allowed and will be kept by the class teacher and returned to you
by the end of the day.

We are a ‘nut free school’, this means no nuts of any variety are allowed, and this includes
nut spreads like Nutella. We have several children who have severe allergies to nuts.

Please send a full water bottle with your child and avoid fruit juices in their lunchboxes. Fruit juices
and flavoured milks are not allowed and will be taken off the students and returned to you at the
end of the day.
We will celebrate each birthday in class in our own special way but will not be hosting regular
birthday parties in classrooms.
After School Enrichment programme
The Early Years department will run it’s after school enrichment programme from 19th September
2022 for EY children. This will be run by the Early Years teachers and teaching assistants and will
run from 1pm – 2:50pm to meet with the finishing time of the children in Years 1-6.
If you are interested in putting your child forward for the after-school programme, please fill out
the leaflet attached and return along with the fee to our school registrar no later than Thursday
15th September 2022. The specific activities which will be running will be confirmed in September
and further information will be shared with you accordingly.
Medical information
If your child has any medical needs please inform the class teacher and the school nurse on the
first day of school. All medication will be kept with the school nurse. We also have a doctor on
site for any medical emergencies.
Communication
We openly encourage communication between all members of the school community. Due to
timetable constraints and meetings, we advise our parents to make appointments after school.
Parents are asked to refrain from interrupting the school day. Please ensure you email your class
teacher to set up a meeting time with them. You will be provided with your class teacher’s email
within the first week of school.

School Transport
Diamond Lease operates a school bus system which services the EIS catchment area. All enquiries
regarding the school bus service should be made directly to Mr. Aamir Mustafa, Assistant
Supervisor. Mobile: 056-8206422. A classroom assistant will be present on all buses to accompany
your child.
School Uniform

All school uniform is available at our Uniform shop in our sister branch EIS-Jumeriah.
The children will need:
Girls:

Navy blue school skirt with shorts attached/light blue polo t-shirt
White socks and black velcro school shoes.

Boys:

Light blue polo t-shirt
Navy blue shorts
White socks and black velcro school shoes.

P.E. for boys & girls:

Red, white and black polo shirt
Red, white and black shorts
White socks and white velcro trainers.

A Navy blue jumper is also available with the school logo and may be required for the cooler
months. A school hat is essential, particularly during the hotter months.
Jewellery

Please refrain from sending your child to school wearing any valuable pieces of jewellery. Whilst I
am sure many children would like the chance to wear something special, things can get easily
damaged and even lost in a school day.
No dangling earrings. If your child has got their ears pierced, please make sure they wear studs
which are fastened securely.
Please make sure you write your child’s name in all items of their uniform, to help us return
any lost items to their owner.
Velcro shoes only - no laces please!
The teacher will inform you in the first week which days your child needs to wear their PE
kit.

Toys

We understand that children enjoy brining their toys to school however very often they do tend to
go missing or even break during the school day. Please keep toys at home to avoid disheartened
children when it comes to a toy that is precious to them. Your child will have the chance to bring
in something related to their current learning themes as part of a show and tell session and class
teachers will provide further information on this.

Our learning expectations
Overview of our units of inquiry
The Units of Inquiry originate from our IB PYP curriculum framework and are aligned throughout
the Primary School. These are themes on which the classes will focus for a period of up to 7-8
weeks. During this time the learning will be centered around these themes and the children will
be actively involved in inquiring and finding out more about them. Classrooms will often be
transformed, with learning areas relating to the current Unit of Inquiry to provide more
relevance and excitement during learning time. The units of inquiry cover aspects of all core and
non-core subjetcs.
Early Years 1 Units of Inqury
UOI 1 Who we are

UOI 2 – Sharing the
Planet

UOI 3 – How we
organise ourselves

UO1 4 – How we
express ourselves

Early Years 2 Units of Inquiry
UOI 1 Who we are

UOI 2 - Where we are UOI 3 - How the world UOI 4 - How we
in place and time – The works
express ourselves
Global Community

Phonics and reading

We value phonics extremely highly within Early Years as a crucial stepping stone to embed reading,
writing and generally communication skills with our children. Your child will take part in a focused
phonics session following the Read, Write, Inc phonics teaching methods. In EY1 children will take
part in daily phonics as part of their class. In EY2 children will go to a specific daily phonics group

to develop their phonics skills at their own pace. To monitor your child’s reading at home you will
be sent a home reading book which is appropriately levelled to help practise key reading skills.
Please make sure you read with your child at home as regularly as possible and return the books
to school on time each week to ensure they can be renewed for a new one. By the end of EY2, once
all the foundations of reading have been set we encourage our children to read words using their
decoding skills and even read sentences within stories of their level. At the start of the year we will
be holding phonics sessions for our parents to experience how phonics is taught to our children
(date and times to be confirmed).
Our learning enviroment

Our learning enviroment is something in which we take great pride to ensure it provides our
children with enough opportunity to become independent inquirers.
When teaching within the classrooms, the teachers will set up learning areas alongside the
children, using their interests as a key focus. They will collaborate and work together to achieve
specific learning goals. The teachers will not pull the children away from their play, but rather
facilitate play and learning opportunities within each learning area set up.
Further information regarding the Early Years curriculum will be shared with you during our
Welcome to Early Years afternoon at the start of the academic year.

Frequently Asked Questions
Can my child stay all day during the first week of school?

If your child is in EY2 they will be staying all day with us during the first week until the usual finish
time of 1pm. If your child is in EY1 they will follow a shorter day for the first 4 days. This is so we
give every child the opportunity to meet their teacher, see their classroom and play outside for the
first time in a very small group. It gives the teachers the chance to get to know each child before
they start all together which is very important.
What sort of activities will my child be doing when they come to school?

At the beginning of term, the emphasis is on the teachers getting to know the children and on
helping the children to get to know each other, the routines and expectations of school. This is the
main focus for the first few weeks. During this time, the children will partake in many learning
activities promoting social and communication skills. We will be sharing books about starting
school and the class teacher and support staff will help them develop confidence amongst their
new friends.
What does my child need to bring to school with them?

You need to make sure your child has a snack and a drink with them every day. Their snack box
is kept inside the classroom in their ‘cubby’ – their own space on the shelf. Please make sure their
snack box is no bigger than about 20cm x 20cm, so it will fit in this space. Any bags bigger
than this will not be allowed.
Your child will need the school book bag, which you can find in the uniform shop. This will be
used to send all school letters home to you as well as their weekly reading book, so they do not
need a separate school bag. Please ensure you label their book bag as soon as you receive it with
your child’s name and class.
How will I know what my child is learning in class?

SeeSaw
When starting the school year your child will be given a SeeSaw account. This is an online app
which allows you to see regular updates of your child’s learning across all subjects. Each child will
have their own personalised profile with specific subject folders which you can access to see their
latest developments. Please be advised teachers will not be able to update SeeSaw every day for
every child in class but there will be updates available as regularly as possible.

Weekly Newsletters
The school will send a weekly newsletter to you via email, with lots of details about what your
child is doing in class and also with ideas for activities you can do at home to support this learning.
Therefore, please make sure we have your most up to date email address so you receive this
information.
When will my child start their Arabic lessons?

Arabic lessons will start from the beginning of the first term. The Arabic teachers will send home
information about what the children are learning at this time. They will also send information
about how to support your child if Arabic is a new language to them.
What do I do if I am worried about something or have a question for the teacher?

During the first few weeks of term, you will probably have some questions for your child’s teacher.
Please be aware the beginning of the school day is a very busy time. Teachers are always happy
to speak with you, however an appointment is advisable should you need more time. You could
also use the email system and your teacher will respond to you as soon as they can.
You can also contact our Head of Early Learners, Ms. Deepali Rami, who will be happy to help you
and at the beginning of the year we will have an information session for all parents, dates and
times to follow.

